Hi All,

Choices. So many choices. How do we know what to choose? If I

choose this one I may find out that I wanted the other one. If I decide

“ to go one place and have a miserable time did I make the wrong
0 / decision? How will I know if I made the right choice? Maybe I should

; just ignore it and hope that it goes away. Wait, if I do that I made a
| Q choice, a choice to not make a choice. There are just too many

choices.

When I was in high school I had to make choices on what activities I
.“90“ wanted to be a part of. My doctor already made some choices for me.
ae\'\e“‘ He told me that if I continued to play contact sports or throw a ball too
much that I could eventually lose the use of my arms. That took out
baseball and football. I did not wrestle. I did continue to play
basketball, sort of. I was not very good so I spent a lot of time on the bench which was ok considering
my motive for playing was to be in good shape at the beginning of the track season. In the long run
this was a good choice because my freshman year I broke a 25 year old record for the 400 meter
hurdles and I would go on to break my own record several times over the next 4 years. Just out of
curiosity I checked my high schools website to see if the records were on there and they are! The
record is no longer mine. The last time it was broken was in 2000. I knew it was going to happen and
I am glad that it did. Records are made to be broken. I always looked at records as a benchmark to
strive for and every time that a record is broken someone has the desire to break it.
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In 8" grade I made the choice to go through confirmation, at least that is how I remember it. Maybe
it was my parents helping me to get the "desire" to do it. Regardless of how I ended up there I
ultimately made a choice to accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior. Choices later in life would draw me
away, not completely, but far enough that God was not the focal point of my life. I finally figured out
that my choices (not all of them) were not living up to the benchmark that God had set for my life.
Those choices had taken away the desire. Then one Friday night in September 2003 God got through
and I once again desired to choose God. I finally knew where the benchmark was or so I thought. 1
prayed and with God's help set some goals. As soon as those goals were broken I found that God
would raise the bar and I had a new benchmark to reach. That is how my walk with Him has been
going. I like it because I now realize that He really does only give us what we can handle. Now most
of my choices are good ones. I slip up just like everyone else does. The difference is that I really try
to learn from those slip-ups and that helps me grow even more as a Christian. God has also shown
me just how big He really is by using my choices, good and bad, in a variety of ways. Who knew that
my experience in restaurants and with computers would come in so handy working in youth ministry?
God did. He has had it under control the whole time, even when I felt like life was spinning out of
control.

1To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue. 2All a
man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD. >Commit to the LORD
whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. “The LORD works out everything for his own
ends—even the wicked for a day of disaster. °The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure
of this: They will not go unpunished. °Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through
the fear of the LORD a man avoids evil. “When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, he
makes even his enemies live at peace with him. SBetter a little with righteousness than much
gain with injustice. °In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.
(Proverbs 16:1-9 NIV)

What ever you choose, choose it with love and give it to God because He is going to make it work out
in the end. Verse 9 says that we can make the plans but God guides our steps. If you desire to do
what God wants and choose wisely you will break your own records and have a new benchmark to
shoot for.

Because of Him ~ Terry

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give
you whatever you ask in my name.
John 15:16 (NIV)



Upcoming Meetings
July

* No youth group on July 4",

= Movie night is going on break until the fall. In it's place we are going to have a fun night.
More information will be mailed out to parents the first week of July.

* Onthe 11", 18™ and 25™ we will gather from 5:30 to 6:30 PM.

Events not scheduled yet will be announced as far in advance as possible so you can make plans to

attend.
Upcoming Events
July
4th Independence Day - NO Youth Group.
10t Seventh Day Slumber at the Linn County Fair.
14t 2007 HRL Race #6. Registration at 9:30 AM. Racing at 10 AM.
23" Youth Ministry Parents Meeting, 7 PM

Fellowship Activity: We will be starting to a monthly activity just to have fun. Watch your mailbox
for information about the July activity!

Every Monday: Youth Prayer Time, 7 PM from where ever you are.

Every Wednesday: Marion High School Bible Study at 10:00 AM at Mr. Bean's in Marion.

Every Friday: Breakfast Clubs are done for the school year. The Prairie Middle School group has
decided to continue meeting during the summer. They will meet at the Blue Strawberry on C St. SW
(across from Yellowbook USA and Aegon Financial Park) on Fridays at 1 PM.

Times subject to change.

A Moment With God
Hi God,

There are so many choices that we have to make each day. Help us Lord to make the right ones.
When we make the wrong ones Lord help us to remember that You are still right beside us. It seems
that the older we get the more choices there are to make. Not only that but there are constantly more
choices to make because there are more and more things to do, to see and to buy. Remind us that
making the choice to not do everything, to see everything or to buy everything is ok. Lord we pray
that the choices that we do make help us to grow closer to You and that they give us an even greater
desire to live the life that You would have us live. Thank you God for all that you have done for us and
for all that you are going to do for us. We pray this in Your Son Jesus' precious name, Amen.
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You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give

you whatever you ask in my name.
John 15:16 (NIV)



