
 

 
On February 12, 2008 at 8:30 a.m., fire broke out in 
First Presbyterian Church in Monticello causing severe 
damage to the sanctuary and basement. Both areas 
have now been classified by the insurance company as 
structural losses.  The first question many of us ask in 
response to such a tragedy is, “How can I help?”  
Through your Unified Mission Giving, the presbytery was 

able to send Stated Clerk, Dr. Rebecca Blair, onsite to work with Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance to apply for a grant requesting funds for costs not covered by insurance.  PDA 
notified us this week that FPC/Monticello will receive an initial grant for $10,000 with the option 
of applying for more funding should the need arise.  I asked Rev. Al Polito, pastor of FPC, to 
summarize his feelings about the connectional nature of our denomination and he replied, It is 
awesome to know that there is a place to go to receive money for the recovery process when 
you need it and to have someone else prepare the paperwork for the grant so you are free to 
handle the day to day business of reconstruction.  Rev. Polito wanted to once again thank 
everyone in the presbytery, for all the love, support, prayers and contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Imagine trying to build four new churches and expand two others in Iowa with a budget of 
only half a million dollars! Imagine having six congregations that have outgrown their present 
structures—we are truly blessed to be partners with the thriving churches in Brazil.  Since the 
partnership began in 1999, 68 people from the Presbytery of East Iowa have traveled to 
Fortaleza and the one thing everyone talks about when they return is the vibrant faith of our 
Brazilian brothers and sisters in the face of poverty and limited opportunities.  
 

The Two Lands, One Hope campaign is entering Year 2 after raising $125,000 towards the goal of $520,000. We 
are honored to be in partnership with you and we are grateful for your past generosity. 
Rev. Rosangela Lima Santana, moderator of our sister Presbytery of Ceará, also expresses her thanks and asks if 
any of the following projects would be meaningful for your church to support in the second year of the campaign: 
 

• Build a sanctuary 
• Buy land for churches 
• Construct a classroom 
• Fix a roof 
• Train pastors 
• Buy a water tank 
• Tutor children 
• Develop programs to combat illiteracy, poverty and alcohol addiction 

 

Would you be willing to help us reach our goal by making an additional contribution to the campaign for $100, $500, 
$1,000 or an amount you feel led to give?  Please send your contributions to: 
 

Presbytery of East Iowa | Attn: Brazil Campaign 
1700 S. 1st Avenue, Suite 23 | Iowa City, IA  52240 

 

Be part of experiencing hope in two lands as we join together in mission.  Deus te abencoe! (God Bless You!) 


