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September 6™
Eldred & Betty Svoboda
Helen Anderson and Marlus Grimm

September 13"
Karissa Lockhart and Anne McDill
Dick & Janet Ransom

September 20™
Mike & JoAnne Hebert
Grace Ford and Joan Cross

September 27"
Marj Nejdl and Marge Pace
Bonnie Tichy

Miss a sermon?

Listen online at
www.huschurch.org!




A Change of Seasons

With the cool weather we have been having
lately, one might think that summer has
already ended and fall begun. Yet, fall does
not officially begin until September 22™. With
this change in seasons comes the beginning
of the new school year, Sunday school starts
up again and among other things football
season is here.

This past summer a new season began for the
youth ministry here. On June 5™, high school
teens met and the Youth Leadership Team
(YLT) consisting of Adam, Danaca, Jon,
Karissa and Lydia was born. This has led to
some changes as well. We are now meeting
from 5:30 — 7 PM each Wednesday night.
The team takes turns starting things off with
an icebreaker followed by announcements.
Then Doug, who graciously agreed, comes in
for a couple of worship songs. A lesson or
occasionally a special speaker follows next.
The night finishes up with the team leading a
game. Often times we have sat around
afterwards and gotten to know each other
better. This has been a great change and the
team has done a great job!

Besides the other changes this month the YLT
will begin meeting monthly to discuss lesson
topics, events, BOOM Sundays, outreach,
mission, fundraising and many other things. |
cannot wait!

There are also changes that we go through
that are not as much fun, in fact, they are not
fun at all. The loss of a friend. Finding out
that a friend is fighting cancer or that your
daughter will likely have to have a kidney
removed after the first of the year. King
Solomon wrote, “People ought to enjoy every
day of their lives, no matter how long they live.
But they should also remember this: You will
be dead a long time. Everything that happens
then is useless.” (Ecclesiastes 11:8 NCV).

My friend who is now home with the Lord, my
friend with cancer and my daughter have
each lived each day by enjoying the day.
They look for the good things in life. They
hold onto their relationship with God. Once
we pass from this life to the next, eternity
kicks in. We do not know what tomorrow will
bring. We do not even know what will happen
five minutes from now. We plan for the future
here. We have to. Just make sure you have
planned ahead for eternity and not just for the
future here on earth. Once our time is up, we
will no longer have a choice of entering into a
relationship with Jesus.

The Youth Leadership Team is planning for
the future; they are also preparing themselves
and those around them for eternity. They said
yes to Christ. Have you said yes to Christ
yet? If not, what is stopping you?

Living Outrageously for Christ,
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Journaling is an excellent way to both record and process what God has spoken to us. It's also a useful tool to use at a
later time, to reflect on and review some of the '‘gems' that you have received. Without writing them down, you may
forget those blessings and some very important lessons! And while journaling is a very personal time with the Lord, you
may want to share some of your daily journaling with your small group or mentors. Through discussion, you may be
able to look deeper into what God is speaking to you, gain new insight and even encourage others.

S for Scripture
Open your Bible to the reading found under today's date of your Bible bookmark. Take time reading and allow God to
speak to you. When you are done, look for a verse that particularly spoke to you that day, and write it in your
journal.

O for Observation
What do you think God is saying to you in this scripture? Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you and reveal Jesus to you.
Paraphrase and write this scripture down in your own words, in your journal.

A for Application
Personalize what you have read, by asking yourself how it applies to your life right now. Perhaps it is instruction,
encouragement, revelation of a new promise, or corrections for a particular area of your life. Write how this scripture
can apply to you today.

P for Prayer
This can be as simple as asking God to help you use this scripture, or it may be a greater insight on what He may be

revealing to you. Remember, prayer is a two way conversation, so be sure to listen to what God has to say! Now,
write it out.




ELDER TRAINING 102
OFFERED THIS FALL
Because of the positive
feedback we received
from Elder Training 101
held last spring, PEIA will
be holding Elder Training
102 this fall. The
evaluation sheets
received from the 101 sessions revealed
that elders are interested in learning how to
become spiritual leaders. We took note,
and Maurie Campbell, who was the
presenter for 101, has prepared

a workshop geared to facilitate a lively
discussion on this topic.

What does It mean to BE spiritual?
How do | develop more deeply
my spirituality?
How do | lead those in my
congregation in their spiritual
journey?

We will hold the workshops on 3 different
Saturdays this fall. You only need to
attend one . We are trying to make them
geographically accessible so that it will be
convenient for anyone to attend:
October 17--Burlington, First
Presbyterian Church
October 24--Cedar Rapids, Hus
Memorial
November 14--West Liberty,
First Church United

If you attended 101, wonderful; the 102
session will enrich what you have already
learned. If you did not attend 101, that's
okay, too, because the material presented
in the spring is not a prerequisite for the fall
workshop.

Plan now to attend and bring your whole
session with you. We will have a brochure
with more details ready to download from
our website by the first week of September.
Imagine the transformation that could take
place in your church if every leader
explored the call to become a spiritual
leader.

Closings or cancellations will be posted on the Hus website
(www.huschurch.org) and on KCRG, KWWL, and KGAN.
Please note that the church website should be the first place
to check as it can take the media time to get the information
on air and on their websites. Expect a call from a church
representative only if you have requested a persona | call.
To request a call, please contact the church office
(319.363.0067). If you would like to receive an emall
notification, please let the office know.

*The complete policy is available on from the church office or
online at www.huschurch.org.




MODERATOR VISITING IN SEPTEMBER

The Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, Moderator of PC(USA), will be coming to
First Presbyterian Church in Mt. Pleasant on September 26" and 27".
Highlights will be three Q & A sessions and dinner with the Moderator. All
events are free and open to the public. To RVSP for dinner call the FPC church
office by September 22" at 319-986-5851. More information is posted on the
bulletin board in the narthex.

Prior to his visit, Rev. Reyes-Chow recommends reading A Generous
Orthodoxy by Brian D. McLaren and Who's Afraid of Postmodernism by James
K.A. Smith.

Geneva Tower Board Members Needed

Jim Servousek, President of the Board of Directors of the Geneva Tower in downtown Cedar Rapids,
writes to say that they are in need of Board members from area Presbyterian churches. They have been
struggling in recent years with keeping the number of board members where it needs to be. They are
looking for people to help fill these openings. The board meets four times a year and they have a Christ-
mas supper every year. The board is there for oversight with the operations done by staff. Terms are
three-years long. This is a way the church can help the people in need of low-income housing in the area.

If interested please contact Jim Servousek, 319.310.6424.
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Rotational Sunday School

Exploring God's World

The Hus Rotational Sunday

School will be learning about The Stations: Hiy‘l:\ugc.:il\gol

prophets this fall. We’ll start mege'l' in the

the lessons with the story of Creative Art Youth Room
Jonah, the Reluctant for

Prophet. This is a familiar $undqy School

story, but it contains a lot of with

valuable lessons. Some of Drama Terry and Diane.

the main lessons are:

God is with us always.
God loves everyone. Video
God forgives us when we
truly repent.
Our Key Verses are:

“I knew that you were a
gracious and compassionate
God, slow to get angry and
filled with unfailing love.” Computers

Jonah 4:2d (NLT)

And

"When | was in trouble, |

called out to you and you
answered me.” Jonah 2:2

Bible Exploration
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