What is unique about the Presbyterian church?

Presbyterians are distinctive in two major ways: they adhere to a pattern of
religious thought known as Reformed theology and a form of government that
stresses the active, representational leadership of both ministers and church
members.

Reformed theology

Theology is a way of thinking about God and God'sr  elation to the world.
Reformed theology evolved during the 16th century r eligious movement
known as the Protestant Reformation. It emphasizes God's supremacy
over everything and humanity's chief purpose as bei ng to glorify and
enjoy God forever.

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) expresses the faith of the
Reformed tradition. Central to this tradition is the affirmation of the majesty,
holiness, and providence of God who creates, sustains, rules, and redeems
the world in the freedom of sovereign righteousness and love. Related to this
central affirmation of God's sovereignty are other great themes of the Re-
formed tradition:

The election of the people of God for service as well as for salvation;
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Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the Word of God;

A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God's creation;

The recognition of the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which calls the people of God to work
for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of God. (Book

of Order, G-2.0500)

Church government

A major contributor to Reformed theology was John Calvin, who converted from Roman Catholicism after
training for the priesthood and in the law. In exile in Geneva, Switzerland, Calvin developed the presbyterian
pattern of church government, which vests governing authority primarily in elected laypersons known as eld-

ers. The word presbyterian comes from the Greek word for elder.

%



0) $

g

)

1 %

S

2 %

2)

2 3

2 Happy

ANNIVERSARY

Ushers & Greeters

January 4"
Helen Anderson & Pat Jones
Lisa & Brianna McAtee

January 11"
Grace Ford & Ruby Warren
Mike & JoAnne Hebert

January 18"
Marlus Grimm & Eulalia Johnson
Marj Nejdl & Marge Pace

January 25"
Dick & Janet Ransom
Mac & Judy McLaskey
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Closings or cancellations will be posted on the Hus website $ "0 0 1
(www.huschurch.org) and on KCRG, KWWL, and KGAN. Lo #$ ) 2 3¢ 4
Please note that the church website should be the first 5 2 o 2 24 6 4 (
place to_ check as it can take_ the m_edia time to get the $% &+ "7 8% 2 "3 )
information on air and on their websites. Expect a call 0 , 0
from a church representative only if you have %S & & /0" # (
requested a personal call. To request a call, please , & 2% 26
contact the church office (319.363.0067). If you would like ( 2 4 9- 49.. 4 409): #
to receive an email naotification, please let the office know.
*The complete policy is available on from the church office (3 &
or online at www.huschurch.org. 2% 44 <20 4 %)
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Church government, cont.

Elders are chosen by the people. Together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, they exercise
leadership, government, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a particular church as well as
the church at large, including ecumenical relationships. They shall serve faithfully as members of the
session. (Book of Order, G-10.0102) When elected commissioners to higher governing bodies, elders
participate and vote with the same authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and they are eligible
for any office. (Book of Order G-6.0302)

The body of elders elected to govern a particular congregation is called a session. They are elected by the
congregation and in one sense are representatives of the other members of the congregation. On the other
hand, their primary charge is to seek to discover and represent the will of Christ as they govern. Presbyterian
elders are both elected and ordained. Through ordination they are officially set apart for service. They retain
their ordination beyond their term in office. Ministers who serve the congregation are also part of the session.
The session is the smallest, most local governing body. The other governing bodies are presbyteries, which
are composed of several churches; synods, which are composed of several presbyteries; and the General
Assembly, which represents the entire denomination. Elders and ministers who serve on these governing
bodies are also called presbyters.

Adapted from http://www.pcusa.org/101/101-distinct.htm
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Rotational Sunday School
Exploring God's World

Kids ages 3-8 grade will meet in the Scripture Safari Room.
From there, we’ll direct the kids to their statimn the day.

The kids in Rotational Sunday 0) . .
School will be studying the L The Stations:

Psalms (Psalm 23 and Psalm
100) for the first part of 2009.

In the fall, we learned about ' Creative Art
David who wrote many of the .
psalms in the Bible. Hopefully, - #
all of the kids will be able to %
memorize BOTH of them!! This -# Drama
will be quite a challenge for / #
them and they will get a special #
prize if they are able to do it. %
Please join us in this .
challenge!! Video
Bible Exploration
!
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% Youth in
High School
meet in the
% # Youth Room
' % for

Sunday School
with
# Terry and Diane.
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This craft is a reminder
4 Of Jesus' perfect
example for us. When
we ask “What Would
Jesus Do?” we can
build our character
to be more like his.

CHARACTER THAT PLEASES

The New Year is a time for renewed commitments and changes
in our behavior. Complete the puzzle below to see whose example
is worthy of imitating or copying.

Match the blocks of spaces and letters to finish the NIV Bible verse. What you need:
* 16 inches of bead and jewelry
cord (about 1 mm thick)

W ¢ 32 mm splic ring (key ring)
Ll |[EX * 4 wooden beads (about 1 cm
LI or 3"

E SN *  Sjewelry beads (plastic or
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wooden, about Y2 cm or 12")

What you do:

1. Fold your jewelry cord in
half.

2. Put the loop of the jewelry
cord through the split ring.

3. Put the ends of the cord
through the loop to make
a knort,

4. Thread the two ends through
one of your small beads.

5. Then thread the rest of the
beads (alternating between

small and large, ending wich
a small bead).

6. Tie two or three knots at
the end to hold the beads
in place.

7. With a permanent marker,
write a letter (W, W, J and D)
on each of the four wooden
beads. On the opposite
side of each bead, write the

LIT I T same lecter.
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Learn to
Read th Bible




