A Year of Change

Over the course of the past year our congregation, our city, our state, and our
nation have seen many changes. Hus Presbyterian Church began a new
season in its history as we moved forward without a lead pastor. Our city, not
knowing what would come in June, declared 2008 the “Year of the River.”
Our state was hit by not one, but two major disasters. The first of these
disasters came in May when tornados nearly destroyed several communities.
Then in June when the largest natural disaster in the country flooded nearly !
every county in lowa, the brunt of which came to Eastern lowa as over 5000

homes were damaged or destroyed. In November our country voted for #% %
change when the first African American was elected President of the United |g. . (
States.
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In the past year we have seen how well the Elders of Hus Presbyterian
Church have represented our congregation. They have helped guide the |) ) " *
church through our current season without a lead pastor making solid
decisions through much discernment and prayer. Adopting the “Child
Protection Policy and Procedures” manual was one of the most intensive of o /

those decisions.

Additionally, we as a congregation withessed the true connectional nature of the Presbyterian Church. We
saw first as Presbyterian churches came together to help when tornadoes ripped through lowa. Then again
during the floods as Presbyterian churches from all over the United States provided cleaning buckets and
other supplies to help people affected by the flooding that devastated so many communities in lowa. Christ
Church Presbyterian and Westminster Presbyterian Church in Cedar Rapids and St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church in lowa City continue to host workers from all over the United States through Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance. Hus helped provide meals to the workers at Christ Church, provided lodging for those who came
in October as part of 8 Days of Hope, financially helped those from our congregation whose homes were se-
verely damaged or even destroyed and then finished the year by raising enough money to provide a Thanks-
giving and a Christmas meal to six families through Matthew 25. Then four churches (Calvin-Sinclair Presby-
terian Church, Christ Church Presbyterian, Hus Presbyterian Church and Olivet Presbyterian Church) showed
how churches that were either too small or had been affected by the flooding could come together to have
Vacation Bible School.



Ushers & Greeters

g

February 1%
Helen Anderson & Pat Jones
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Grace Ford & Ruby Warren
Marj Nejdl & Marge Pace
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Mac & Judy McLaskey
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Bonnie & Alan Tichy
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The Presbyterian Covenant Community Fund
What is per capita?

Per capita funding is how Presbyterians mutually share the costs of coming together to discern the Spirit's
leading for the future.

It is how Presbyterians are trained to become better elders and ministers.
It is how Presbyterians discern God'’s call in their lives.

It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the wider church by serving on GA committees and
commissions.

It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the Church universal as we commit ourselves to work and
live in fellowship with “all persons in every nation” (Book of Order, G-4.0101)

The Westminster Confession says, “all believers, are therefore, under obligation to sustain the ordinances
of the Christian religion where they are already established, and to contribute by their prayers, gifts, and
personal efforts to the extension of the Kingdom of God throughout the whole earth” (6.058).

Per capita is a fundamental way in which all of the nearly 11,000 congregations and governing bodies of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are connected and participate in the work of the wider church.

Because it is rooted in the connectional and covenantal nature of the Presbyterian church, as affirmed by
the ordination vows taken by elders and ministers of the Word and Sacrament, per capita could be called
the Presbyterian Covenant Community Fund

2009 Per Capita - $28




Presbyterian Distinctives — Part 2

(http://lwww.pcusa.org/101/101-distinct.htm)

What's Presbyterian worship like?

The order of a Sunday worship service in a
Presbyterian church is determined by the pastor
and the session, the church's governing body. It
generally includes prayer, music, Bible reading and
a sermon based upon scripture. The Sacraments, a
time of personal response/offering, and a sharing of
community concerns are also parts of worship.

The constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)) suggests that worship be ordered in terms
of five major actions centered in the word of God
(gathering around the word, proclaiming the word,
responding to the word, the sealing of the word,
and bearing and following the word into the world),
but recognizes that "other orders of worship may
also serve the needs of a particular church and be
orderly, faithful to Scripture, and true to historic
principles." (Book of Order, W-3.3202)

Prayer:

"Prayer is at the heart of worship. In prayer, through
the Holy Spirit, people seek after and are found by
the one true God who has been revealed in Jesus
Christ. They listen and wait upon God, call God by
name, remember God's gracious acts, and offer
themselves to God. Prayer may be spoken, sung,
offered in silence, or enacted. Prayer grows out of
the center of a person's life in response to the
Spirit. Prayer is shaped by the Word of God in
Scripture and by the life of the community of faith.
Prayer issues in commitment to join God's work in
the world." (Book of Order, W-2.1001)

Music:

"Song is a response which engages the whole self
in prayer. Song unites the faithful in common prayer
wherever they gather for worship whether in
church, home, or other special place . . . through
the ages and from varied cultures, the church has
developed additional musical forms for
congregational prayer. Congregations are
encouraged to use these diverse musical forms for
prayer as well as those which arise out of the
musical life of their own cultures. To lead the
congregation in the singing of prayer is a primary
role of the choir and other musicians. They also
may pray on behalf of the congregation with introits,
responses, and other musical forms. Instrumental
music may be a form of prayer since words are not

essential to prayer. In worship music is not to be for
entertainment or artistic display. Care should be
taken that it not be used merely as a cover for
silence." (Book of Order, W-2.1003 - W-2.1004)

Scripture:

"The church confesses the Scriptures to be the
Word of God written, witnessing to God's self-
revelation. Where that Word is read and
proclaimed, Jesus Christ the Living Word is present
by the inward witness of the Holy Spirit. For this
reason the reading, hearing, preaching, and
confessing of the Word are central to Christian
worship. The session shall ensure that in public
worship the Scripture is read and proclaimed
regularly in the common language(s) of the
particular church." (Book of Order, W-2.2001)

"The minister of Word and Sacrament is
responsible for the selection of Scripture to be read
in all services of public worship and should exercise
care so that over a period of time the people will
hear the full message of Scripture. It is appropriate
that in the Service for the Lord's Day there be
readings from the Old Testament and the Epistles
and Gospels of the New Testament. The full range
of the psalms should be also used in worship.
Selections for reading in public worship should be
guided by the seasons of the church year, pastoral
concerns for a local congregation, events and
conditions in the world, and specific program
emphases of the church. Lectionaries offered by
the church ensure a broad range of readings as
well as consistency and connection with the
universal Church." (Book of Order, W-2.002 - W-
2.003)

Preaching:

"The preached Word or sermon is to be based upon
the written Word. It is a proclamation of Scripture in
the conviction that through the Holy Spirit Jesus
Christ is present to the gathered people, offering
grace and calling for obedience . . . the sermon
should present the gospel with simplicity and clarity,
in language which can be understood by the people
. . . the preaching of the Word shall ordinarily be
done by a minister of Word and Sacrament. (Book
of Order, W-2.2007)




Never wavering in God’s promise we move forward prayerfully seeking God’s will. We have a great example
in Abraham. “°Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in
this he brought glory to God. **He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. “And
because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous. ?*And when God counted him as righteous, it
wasn't just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded 2for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also count
us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. *He was handed
over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God. (Romans 4:20-25 NLT)

We are definitely a distinctly confessional and connectional congregation of believers who are also doers.
We have more to be thankful for than we could possibly imagine. As we say goodbye to 2008 we welcome
Pastor Mel Ramos to our pulpit three weeks out of each month bringing more stability to our wonderful
church. As we begin the 120" year of ministry at Hus Presbyterian Church | look forward to seeing what
God has in store for our congregation, our city, our state and our nation in the coming year of our Lord 2009!

Because of Him,
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Presbyterian Distinctives — Part 2, cont.
(http://www.pcusa.org/101/101-distinct.htm)

"The Word is also proclaimed through song in
anthems and solos based on scriptural texts, in
cantatas and oratorios which tell the biblical story,
in psalms and canticles, and in hymns, spirituals,
and spiritual songs which present the truth of the
biblical faith. Song in worship may also express the
response of the people to the Word read, sung,
enacted, or proclaimed. Drama and dance, poetry
and pageant, indeed, most other human art forms
are also expressions through which the people of
God have proclaimed and responded to the Word."
(Book of Order, W-2.2008)

Sacraments: "The Sacraments of Baptism and the
Lord's Supper are God's acts of sealing the
promises of faith within the community of faith as
the congregation worships, and include the
responses of the faithful to the Word proclaimed
and enacted in the Sacraments." (Book of Order,
W-3.3601)

Offering: "The Christian life is an offering of one's
self to God. In worship the people are presented
with the costly self-offering of Jesus Christ, are
claimed and set free by him, and are led to respond
by offering to him their lives, their particular gifts
and abilities, and their material goods. Worship
should always offer opportunities to respond to
Christ's call to become disciples by professing faith,
by uniting with the church, and by taking up the
mission of the people of God, as well as
opportunities for disciples to renew the commitment
of their lives to Jesus Christ and his mission in the
world." (Book of Order, W-2.5001 - W-2.5002)

Community concerns: "Worship is an activity of
the common life of the people of God in which the
care of the members for each other and for the
guality of their life and ministry together expresses
the reality of God's power to create and sustain
community in the midst of a sinful world. As God is
concerned for the events in daily life, so members
of the community in worship appropriately express
concern for one another and for their ministry in the
world." (Book of Order, W-2.6001)
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Sunday Evening Meal Program

For the past several years groups (the youth have been doing this for nearly 5 years) from Hus
Church have been helping to serve the meals at First Presbyterian Church. Recently they
celebrated their 20th anniversary. The following was printed in one of their recent newsletters:

This year marks a significant anniversary for the Sunday Evening Meals Program at First
Presbyterian Church. It was twenty years ago on November 8, 1988 that the first meal was
served to 34 people by a group led by June and Bob Bradley. Members of our church had
viewed a film of a similar offering at a Presbyterian church in Pennsylvania. Together with past
and present members Virginia Hartunian, Frances Lackner, Sandy Padilla, James Holcomb,
Jean Ashby, David Crew, Peter Zevenbergen, Bob Fisher, Mary Lou Anderson, and Jan and Cal
DeVries, our program began. Susan Goettel procured, planned, and prepared the food for many
years and still returns to assist when needed, for which we are very grateful. She is to be loudly
applauded. Each Sunday our guests are provided a nutritious, balanced meal in a local health
department approved setting with background Christian music. On the preceding Friday one or
two church volunteers pick up donations of bread and desserts from a local Hy-Vee store. On
Sunday, our very affable and experienced cook, Linda Willard, purchases fresh produce, eggs,
and milk at a discounted rate from Hy-Vee. HACAP’s commodities and donations provide the
rest.

This meal program is truly an expression of Christianity at work as our members acknowledge
Christ through their involvement in human and social services. For several years our program
has received generous amounts of money through federal programs with additional portions
coming from local mission, the Thrift Shop, individual donations (both of food and money), and
the Area Crop Walk. SEMP provides its own supplies and the salaries of its cook and
dishwasher as well. For many years we were blessed with live piano music afforded by Billie
Rusher, who has since retired to a Fort Madison care center.

Volunteers come from our own group as well as area churches, service groups, colleges, high
schools, scout troops, and youth groups. Periodic visits to the Thrift Shop afford needed clothing
to our guests as do generous contributions of warm outerwear. Last year one patron provided
Christmas gifts as well. The recent tragic flood afforded new challenges to our guests and our
program as we were displaced for several months. Still we continued to serve meals, adding
clothing and other supplies to our regular dinner offerings. Local gardeners donated wonderful
fresh produce on several occasions.

For the years of service of the program’s originators, the very capable team of Margaret Jackson
and Marilue Watkins supervised the program until 2001, at which time this service offering
became a personal blessing to me. First Presbyterian Church is recognized as a caring Christian
community of believers. As an extension of that group, the SEMP program would welcome your
participation, donations and prayers.

Mary Ann Barry, Director




Rotational Sunday échool
Exploring God's World

Kids ages 3-8 grade will meet in the Scripture Safari Room.
From there, we’ll direct the kids to their statimn the day.

The kids in Rotational Sunday
School have been studying the
Psalms (Psalm 23 and Psalm
100). Hopefully, all of the kids will
be able to memorize BOTH of
them!! We hope you joined us in
this challenge!!

| Our study of the Psalms will end Youth in
i ' on Feb. 15. We will start a study High School
on the Armor of God from meet in the
) # Ephesians 6:11-18. Again, this is YOU"'P Room
a natural spin-off from studying or
$ King David in the fall. We are all Sund‘?v.y_rhSchool
% in a spiritual battle and need to Terry and Diane
& prepare!!
%
The Stations:
% #
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Creative Art
#
)
. Drama
" #
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’ ) Video
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o Bible Exploration
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% Computers




OUR AEARTS

This special Bible verse from the NIV describes what God wants us to do with our hearts.

Start with the center
heart marked with *
and write its word
on the blank.

Then follow the
arrows undereath

each blank to find
the remaining words.

“Trust y
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HEARTS

in the morning

Start your morning with heart. Enjoy this
special breakfast with someone you love!

v
What you need: v ’

What you do:

Your favorite pancake recipe

and syrup

Pan or griddle ’ N
Cooking spray L
Liquid measuring cup

One 5-inch heart-shaped
Spatula

metal cookie cutter '
Adult help <

Wooden clothespin
[ ]
. ¥

1. With an adult’s help, follow

your recipe to make your
favorite pancakes.

. Spray cooking spray onto your

pan or griddle.

. Pour pancake batter into a

liquid measuring cup. (This
helps with pouring individual
pancakes.)

. Place the cookie cutter on

the pan or griddle. Then clip
the wooden clothespin onto
the cookie cutter to act as

a handle.

Pour batter (about 3-4
Tablespoons) into the

cookie cutter.

Cook until the top is bubbly
and the pancake 1s dry around
the edges.

When the heart is ready to
flip, use the clothespin to lift
and remove the cookie cutter.
Turn the pancake with the
spatula and cook until golden
on both sides. Enjoy with your
favorite syrup or fruit.
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Checked out the
Hus website!
www.huschurch.org
NEW LOOK!

Listen to sermons
online

Stay up to date
with the church
calendar

Hus Happenings
Weekly bulletins

the 2nd Saturday of each month from February to
November. It is a fun, exciting, and intense event that all
will enjoy. Registration at 9:30 AM. Races at 10 AM. So
come, enjoy the food, enjoy the excitement, enjoy the

Information about
church ministries

Announcements
and weather
cancellations




