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From Darkness to Light: The Journey from Advent to Epiphany 2 (
On the surface of things it seems that the Christmas season, which stretches | g) *g
from the First Sunday of Advent to the Feast of the Epiphany, ought to be the
simplest celebration of the church year. 'Tis the season to be jolly! Every

shopping mall and television commercial reminds us of that. Yet the attentive \

worshiper knows that the beginning of Advent brings with it harbingers of judgment rather than joy. The
Gospel reading for the First Sunday of Advent sounds the warning right from the start:

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:25-28, Advent 1, Year C)

It can be jarring to be confronted with a text like that when it seems the whole world is already humming
carols and baking cookies. Yet the beginning of Advent calls us to a deeper joy. For these texts that remind
us of the judgment that will come at the end of time also remind us of the promise that will be fulfilled: Justice
and peace will reign once and for all, sorrow and suffering will be no more, and the Savior for whom we long
will indeed come.




\\ul;b

o, @

HapPS
“Birtiday!

Ushers & Greeters

\\Z\\Q == J\/

December7 "

Helen Anderson and Pat Jones
Lisa and Brianna McAtee
December 14

Grace Ford and Ruby Warren
Mike and JoAnne Hebert
December 21

Marlus Grimm and Eulalia Johnson
Bonnie and Alan Tichy
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Dick and Janet Ransom
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Advent, then, is a time of holy waiting—not only for the anniversary of Jesus’ birth, but also for the day when
the risen Christ will come again to redeem the world once and for all. Advent calls us to remember why we
need this Savior; why we are called to repentance in the midst of our hopeful anticipation; why we long for a
world made right. The Scripture readings of the Christmas season lead us from promise to fulfillment—from
the darkness of the world to the light of Christ. The light of the world, God incarnate, comes to us at
Christmas and is made manifest to the whole world at Epiphany. This God-Made-Flesh did not come to save
just a few of us, but all of us; God'’s light shines for everyone.

This progression from darkness to light—from the world’s deep need to God’s illumining, joyful redemption—
can be reflected not only in the lectionary readings, but also expressed in the songs, the art, and the rituals
of the season. See below for the daily readings from Advent to Epiphany.

Adapted from http://www.pcusa.org/ideas/06Winter/fromdarkness.htm
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Rotational Sunday School
Exploring God's World
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The Story of Jesus’ Birt
Jesus’ birth is recorded in three New Testament chapters: Matthew 1
and 2, and Luke 2. Follow some important words abourt our
Savior’s birth by starting at a word beginning with the
letter A and finishing with a word starting with the letter Z.
/A\ Wy Y angels  Bethlehem  car dance easel
; % NS 1
U
cat bear child donkey eqg fast
holy glory flocks Earth  feathers qap
inn jacket grapes pedce quiet hat
Joseph King Lord only righteous  shepherds
Kelp loop Mary night unique tidings
last maze paper wise men virgin water
[ zllions £
open nest word  eXcitement  young thléegatéy x
| caHed Teas
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Enjoy the Christmas season with
these games, centered around the
theme of Jesus, our greatest gift.

JESUS’ BIRTH FROM A-2

What you need:

* Paper

» Pencils or pens

* Bibles (optional)

What you do:
Instruct players to think of as
many Christmas-related words
as they can that start with each
letter of the alphabet. Start with
A and give everyone a minute to
brainstorm words for each letter.
For example, M words include
manger, Mary and miracle.

If you get stuck, look at the
Nativity accounts in Matthew 1
and 2, and also Luke 2. Players
get a point for each word not

repeated by others.

PIN THE STAR ON THE
MANGER

What you need:

* Butcher paper, poster board
or plain wrapping paper

* Markers, paint or crayons

¢ Construction paper stars

* Tape

Blindfold

What you do:

On large paper, draw a picture
of a stable. Give each player a
star cutout. Put a small + above
the manger where the star led
the shepherds and wise men to
baby Jesus. Like in Pin the Tail
on the Donkey, the blindfolded
person who puts his or her star
closest to the + wins.
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